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simple desire for communion with a deity of some sort,
there is a germ and root of true religious "feeling
which craves for expression. It is pathetic to notice
how real is the desire among many of the more religious
men and women in the villages, even among the de-
pressed classes, to see God. I have often met with and
heard of men who have spent what are for them large
sums of money, and undergone much hardship, to satisfy
this desire. We must not undervalue this rudimentary
religious feeling ; and if, in the worship of the village
deities, it has for many centuries been feeding on
carrion, perhaps it is better for it to feed on carrion
than to die of starvation.
Then, again, the belief in the village deities has
undoubtedly fostered an attitude of mind towards the
spiritual world which is to a certain degree a preparation
for the Gospel. It has made men feel a sense of
dependence on spiritual beings. The mental attitude of
the ordinary villager is the very antithesis of materialism
or agnoticism. He has a very vivid belief that the world
in which he lives is surrounded by unseen spiritual beings,
and in all times of trouble he feels intensely his depen-
dence on his village deity for help and protection. And
even where the village deity is conceived of as an ill-
tempered, revengeful being, the fear which she inspires
is not a bad preparation for a belief in a God of love.
/The experience of most evangelists among the Out-
castes of South India would be, I think, that their fear
of evil spirits is one reason why the doctrine of an
omnipotent God of infinite love appeals to them with
so much force It makes them realize their need of
help. It does for them what the fear of powerful and
malicious enemies did for the Jewish people of old.
The Jewish Psalms show how closely the need of
protection from powerful enemies was bound up with
the deepest religious feelings of the chosen people.
The need of protection against evil spirits is playing a
similar part in the religious development of the
villagers of South India.
The Christian ChOrch thus brings to the villagers,